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ownership as a step towards socialism. Influential also
were the fear of private monopoly and the desire to control
prices in the interest of the consumer. Such were the
original motives of the Labour Government of New South
Wales in establishing in 1910 a state brick works.
The financial fortunes of these enterprises were varied.
Some made book profits; others had a history of deficits.
They present instances of good and of bad administration.
But in any case, during the years of depression after 1929,
all of them rightly or wrongly came under an onslaught of
criticism.    Faced by new and harsh circumstances, private
traders   and   manufacturers   exerted   pressure   directly  or
indirectly to discredit public business, and forced the sale
of many trading concerns.   With  the  political  defeat   of
Labour, there disappeared in Queensland the state produce
agency, the cannery, butchers' shops, cattle stations, retail
fish  markets,  and  the  state  sawmills  and  timberyards.17
The claims of economy then seemed powerful, and opponents
of Labour assailed state trading as a needless drain upon
public  funds.   What  occurred  in  Queensland  during the
early  thirties  had  its  counterpart  in  New  South Wales,
which sold its brickworks, metal quarries, and pipe-factory.
Criticism of the efficiency of state enterprises was doubtless
often unfair.    In the twenties the brickworks of New South
Wales, for example, was lauded by the auditor-general of
the state as "an unquestioned example of the fact that in
the   open   market,   a   properly  organized   State   business,
competently managed, can more than successfully compete
with   private   enterprise,   and   reach   an   assured   financial
stability/118   Yet in the thirties, under pressure from the
private manufacturing interests, the works were sold.    Even
in the days of generous enthusiasm for state activity after
the First World War, public enterprise did not extend into
heavy industry, which under fiscal protection became highly
centralized in a relatively few large corporations.    Such is
the Broken Hill Proprietary Company, the most powerful
private corporation in Australia, which has varied controls
17See Report of tke Commissioner upon the State Trade Department (1930),
Queensland; also, for the same state, the Report of the Director of Forests (1933).
"Quoted in H. V. Evatt, Australian Labour Leader, 502.